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helping more than 46 million Ameri-
cans put food on the table every day. 
Far too many hardworking 
Michiganders are struggling to feed 
their children. Nearly one in five 
Michigan households face food insecu-
rity each and every day. 

Having met with many of the good 
folks working in our food banks, 
they’re already stretched too thin. I’m 
appalled that Republicans think that 
it’s a good idea to kick millions of chil-
dren, seniors, and families off of food 
assistance so they can provide massive, 
taxpayer-funded subsidies for wealthy 
agribusinesses. 

I call on my Republican colleagues to 
join me and stand up for those who are 
most vulnerable in our society. We 
need to send a clear message that we 
will never vote to take food away from 
hungry children. No one in our country 
should go hungry. 

I urge my colleagues to say ‘‘no’’ to 
cuts in food assistance. 
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THE WORST IS YET TO COME 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, Re-
publican attacks on lifesaving access 
to contraceptives in the health care act 
is one in a series on women’s reproduc-
tive health this term. The worst is yet 
to come in the planned markup of H.R. 
3803, to ban abortions after 20 weeks. 
Cloaked as a restriction on D.C. 
women, the bill merely uses them for a 
frontal attack on Roe v. Wade that 
guarantees abortion rights until viabil-
ity, as determined by a physician. 

The Franks bill picks on D.C. women 
because anti-choice opponents lack the 
courage of their own convictions, or 
they would have made the 20-week 
abortion ban a nationwide bill. That, of 
course, would bring on the wrath of the 
American people who support choice. 
Judging by their reaction even before 
markup, women see through the cyni-
cism and are poised to protect their 
constitutional rights. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 4402, NATIONAL STRA-
TEGIC AND CRITICAL MINERALS 
PRODUCTION ACT OF 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 726 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 726 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4402) to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior and the 

Secretary of Agriculture to more efficiently 
develop domestic sources of the minerals and 
mineral materials of strategic and critical 
importance to United States economic and 
national security and manufacturing com-
petitiveness. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Natural Resources. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. In lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Natural Re-
sources now printed in the bill, it shall be in 
order to consider as an original bill for the 
purpose of amendment under the five-minute 
rule an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 112-26. That amendment in the 
nature of a substitute shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against that amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute are 
waived. No amendment to that amendment 
in the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Utah is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, for the purposes of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I ask that all 

Members have 5 legislative days during 
which they may revise and extend their 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. This resolution 

provides for a structured rule for con-
sideration of H.R. 4402, which is the Na-
tional Strategic and Critical Minerals 
Production Act, and provides for 1 hour 
of general debate, equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee 
on Natural Resources, and makes in 

order seven specific amendments out of 
ten which were filed at the Rules Com-
mittee. Five of the seven are Demo-
cratic amendments and two are Repub-
lican. So this is a fair and generous 
rule and will provide for a balanced and 
open debate on the merits of this im-
portant piece of legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
stand before the House today in sup-
port of this rule, and especially the un-
derlying legislation, which is H.R. 4402, 
the National Strategic and Critical 
Minerals Production Act of 2012. 

I appreciate the hard work of the 
bill’s chief sponsor, the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. AMODEI), who under-
stands this situation very well and has 
put a great deal of time and effort into 
coming up with a rational and legiti-
mate solution to a problem which we 
face. Mr. AMODEI, as well as the chair-
man of the Natural Resources Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. HASTINGS), are to be com-
mended in forwarding this bill to the 
full House for our consideration today. 

Our Nation has been blessed with tre-
mendous natural resources, and over 
the last century these abundant re-
sources are one of the key reasons that 
has allowed our Nation to emerge as a 
leading world economic and industrial 
power. In many aspects, we have only 
scratched the surface with regard to 
the development of these abundant 
natural resources, whether it be in en-
ergy, such as coal or oil shale or nat-
ural gas deposits, or whether it be in 
various natural minerals. 

One of the cornerstones of manufac-
turing in the United States includes 
the access to a stable and steady sup-
ply of these types of resources. Unfor-
tunately, in recent decades, much of 
the development and mining of these 
domestic mineral resources has been 
hampered or shut down entirely by a 
combination of special-interest politics 
by certain self-appointed environ-
mental groups and by bureaucratic red 
tape here in Washington. Often these 
two factors seem to go hand in hand, 
particularly under the current admin-
istration. 

We have all felt the pain of seeing 
what these failed policies have done to 
energy production in our country. We 
are more dependent than ever on for-
eign sources, increasing our trade im-
balance, sending our dollars overseas, 
often to areas of the world that do not 
have our best interests at heart. It has 
led to escalating gas prices and esca-
lating price spikes for energy and other 
commodities, and has made our econ-
omy more vulnerable to external inter-
national forces largely beyond our im-
mediate control. These failed policies 
have also led to job losses in the United 
States in the energy and mining sector, 
which historically and ironically have 
been some of the highest paying jobs 
that middle class work has available. 

The bureaucratic delays and regula-
tions regarding the mining of strategic 
and critical minerals is the exact same 
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